The wilk from Milton Keynes train station to
the 'Centre’, the Buckinghamshire new town's
encloged shopping centre, is the same distance
s from London’s Marble Arch to Tottenham
Court Road. The difference between these two
ambles is peaple: the latter has more than
10,000 per square kilometre, the former has
‘just 728.

[t may sccim rather trite to Comprre
Lendon with Mileen Keynes; however, it is

simple bur integral things like lack of human
interaction that is forcing Milton Keynes,
now entering its fourth decade, to change,

In 1967, Milton Keynes was designated
under the New Towns Act of 1946, Twa years
later, Llewellyn-Davies, Weeks, Forestier-
Walker and Bor drew up a masterplan that
amalgamated three towns and 13 villages
to form a city of 250,000 people. In keeping
with the New Towns Act, densitics were
strictly regulated and encourged a muximum

residential density of 17 dwellings per heceare,

Perhaps this goal was oo successful —
statistics from the 2001 Census show that
central Milton Keynes has a staggeringly low

residential density of 5.3 people per hectare,
due to its predominantly commiercial tenants.
It's 5o desolate that, in 2003, then deputy
prime minister John Prescott designated the
town as a mrget growth areq as pare of his
Sustainable Communities Plan,

Three years later, in 2006, English
Partnerships employed masterplanner
EDAW to draw up Vision 2031, which set
out proposals to increase the population of the
town from its current 224,000 to 380,000 by
2031 by incrensing density and expanding east
and west. As a resiclent for the last 13 years
Andrew Jones, EDAW director of operations,
knows all too well how revered and iconic »»
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Ken Baker believes thye reaction from the
public is, ‘Give us our &rid roads,’ and feels ghe
council has lost jts way, '"Milton Keynes is
distinctly different, bu there is an attityde to
make it like everywhere else — thyy is not whar
Milton Keynes is about,' he says,

Ben Derbyshire, munaging director of
HTA, is currently warking o the Camphell
Park development, part of West Eng One, as
well as the Wolverton regenenation o the
north of central Milton Keynes. He believes
the town can still keep its identity,

“The centre needs moge buildings, and it
needs more rall buildings,’ e says. "But we'r
very keen on Milton Keynes, it offer 5 great
deal of opportunities, Ang I don't buy into
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Intensifying Milton Keynes

ili ies for Tattenhioe Park;
T PRP's feasability studies e
masterplan authored by PRP and Alan Bax
Estimated completion 2012

8 Oxley Woods, by Rogers Stirk FTT;Iuirn;ummer
Partners for Taylar Wimpey, Cumple eyl
2007 as part of English Partnerships' :gaha
Manufacture programme; 145 homes ove
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